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Under the impression that they and the Endjmon would be
captured and held as hostages, in case a British force should
commenc'e hostilities, they embarked hurriedly during the night
in the E'ndymion, which cut her cables, and sailed for Azire Bay
and thence, in company with Louis' squadron, on 3 ist December
to Tenedos.

Meanwhile on 2znd November, 1806, the Admiralty had
ordered Lord Collingwood " to detach a force to the Dardanelles,
to be ready in case of necessity to act offensively against the
Turks ... * as the service pointed out will require much ability
and firmness in the officer who is to command it, you are to
entrust the execution thereof to Vice-Admiral Sir John Thomas
Duckworth/ "*

These orders reached Collingwood off Cadiz on i2th January,
and on the ijth, Sir John, flying his flag in the Royal George,
parted company with his chief, carrying instructions " to proceed
with Ms command as expeditiously as possible, to the Straits
of Constantinople, and there take up such position as would
enable him to bombard the town, in case of refusal to give up
the Turkish Fleet." He was, however, to consult' the
Ambassador .on the " measures proper to be pursued," and it
was only when the Ambassador was of the opinion that hostilities
should commence, that the Admiral was to make a peremptory
demand for the surrender of the Turkish Fleet. Lord Colling-
wood stated "At this crisis, should any negotiations on the
subject be proposed by the Turkish Government, as such
proposition will probably be to gain time for preparing their
resistance or securing their ships, I would recommend that no
negotiations should continue more than half an hour, and in
the event of an absolute refusal you are either to cannonade the
town, or attack the Fleet wherever it may be, holding it in mind,
that the getting possession, and next to that the destruction of
the Turkish Fleet is the object of the first consideration."

Duckworth anchored off Tenedos on xoth February with eight
sail of the line, including the Canopus flying the flag of Rear-
* Admiral Sk Thomas Louis, and the Pompe> that of Rear-Admiral
Sir Sydney Smith, two frigates and two bombships. Duckworth
now learnt from Louis that some of the batteries in the Dar-
danelles were dilapidated, others partially mounted and poorly
* Parliamentary papers ordered March 23rd, 1808.